Find and Seek: Matching Researchers and Lived Experience Partners
Key takeaways from the OSSU World Café Conversation #2
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RETHINKING THE MATCH

Move from "ad hoc” to relationship-based,
equitable partnerships.

o

Move Beyond
“Shoulder Tapping”

Shift from exclusive word-of-mouth
networks to centralized, accessible
platforms for finding partners.

Prioritize Human
Facilitation

Dedicated coordinators
help build trust and ensure
matches value partners

as whole people.

Readiness

s

=

CURRENT REALITY FUTURE COAL

Representation
Primarily white, educated, and
well-resourced individuals.

Sustain

Start (Knowledge Translation Engagement Style
(Pre-recruitment) & Off-boarding) o Transactional, project-specific, @ *
and sometimes tokenistic

Start relationships before patient partner recruitment

and sustain them through knowledge translation and N Accessibility
off-boarding. @ High barriers Sbackground é’ O
checks, complex forms). &

Capacity Building &

Researchers need skills and systems
to engage ethically and equitably.
Patient partners want informed,
prepared teams.

Hungry for

more details?
CLICKHERE

BRIDGING THE EQUITY GAP

Value people with lived experience as essential
collaborators in accessible spaces.

Go to the Community

Meet partners in their own
safe spaces based on their
preferences

Remove

Structural Barriers
Simplify complex onboarding,
administrative hurdies, and
rigid meeting formats to
improve accessibility.

oL

Representation
Intentional inclusion of Indigenous,
youth, unhoused, and immigrant voices.

Engagement Style
Relationship-based, long-term,

ard powerehartts Compensation Drives Equity

Fair, timely, and transparent payment
recognizes lived expertise and enables

Accessibili >0gniz |
participation from lower-income groups.

Low barriers (plain language,
community-based outreach).
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q4TMa-7b-_JmIS8vtTliwmhL_szG7QtW/view?usp=sharing
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Resources for opportunities

. Several hospital research institutes offer services to match researchers with patient partners. Please contact the institute directly.

. Patient Advisors Network: https://www.patientadvisors.ca/

. BC Support Unit: https://healthresearchbc.ca/bc-support-unit/patient-partner-engagement/

. Albertans for Health Research Network (AB4HR): https://absporu.ca/patient-engagement/albertans4healthresearch/

. SCPOR (Saskatchewan) — Patient Engagement & Research Link (PEARL) https://www.scpor.ca/pearl

. Manitoba Shared Health Patient and Family Advisor Network (MSSU): https://mssu.ca/get-involved/opportunities/

. Ontario Institute for Cancer Research: https://oicr.on.ca/community/patient-partnership/

. CEPPP Québec - Centre d’excellence sur le partenariat avec les patients et le public (bilingual) : https://ceppp.ca/en/collaborations-en/partner-portal-database/
. People in Research (United Kingdom): https://www.peopleinresearch.org/

. Cochrane Engage (global): https://engage.cochrane.org/
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