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Name:  

Date:  

If you are completing this as part of the online training course, please save this document with the file name 
hsl_task5_W_first-last-name_YYYY-MM-DD, and remember to copy and paste your answers into the 
online form. 
Conduct searches to frame one of your options using Table 1 (below) to document your work, 
then describe what you did when searching for research evidence to frame the option, what you 
found, and when you did it 

Prompts to guide you Your description of what you did, what you found  
and when you did it 

Choose one of the options you have 
identified in order to work through this 
task and re-state what that option is.  
*Note: refer to task sheet 4 if you don’t 
remember the options you identified. 

Option you have chosen to use when working through this 
task:   
 
 
 
 

Search for systematic reviews of 
effectiveness studies to determine which 
benefits are likely to be achieved with your 
option.  
 
As a reminder:  
1. Search the Cochrane Library for 

systematic reviews of effects if your 
option relates to:  
 a clinical program or service, or a 

drug 
 
2. Search Health Evidence for systematic 

reviews of effects if your option relates 
to:  
 a public health program or service 

3. Search Health Systems Evidence for 
systematic reviews of effects if your 
option relates to:  
 a health system arrangement 
 an implementation strategy 

Provide a description of what you did, what you found and 
when you did it below, and provide the details of the 
searches you conducted in each database for systematic 
reviews to determine benefits, using the tables below. 
 
What you did 
How many searches did you conduct in each database? 
 Cochrane Library 
 Health Evidence 
 Health Systems Evidence 

 
 
 
 
 
What you found 
How many relevant citations did you identify through your 
searches of each database? 
 Cochrane Library 
 Health Evidence 
 Health Systems Evidence 

 
 
 
 
 
When you did it 
Date searches were conducted: 
 
 
 
 

Citation: Lavis JN. Finding and using research evidence: Framing options – Task 5: Options search. Hamilton, Canada: McMaster Health Forum; 2014. 
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Search for systematic reviews of 
effectiveness studies and observational 
studies to determine which harms, if any, 
are likely to arise with your option. 
 
As a reminder:  
1. Search the Cochrane Library for 

systematic reviews of effects if your 
option relates to: 
 a clinical program or service, or a 

drug 
2. Search Health Evidence for systematic 

reviews of effects if your option relates 
to: 
 a public health program or service 

 
3. Search Health Systems Evidence for 

systematic reviews of effects and for 
systematic reviews addressing other 
questions (for reviews of observational 
studies) if your option relates to: 
 a health system arrangement 
 an implementation strategy 

Provide a description of what you did, what you found and 
when you did it below, and provide the details of the 
searches you conducted in each database for systematic 
reviews to determine harms, using the tables below. 
 
What you did 
How many searches did you conduct in each database? 
 Cochrane Library 
 Health Evidence 
 Health Systems Evidence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What you found 
How many relevant citations did you identify through your 
searches of each database? 
 Cochrane Library 
 Health Evidence 
 Health Systems Evidence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
When you did it 
Date searches were conducted: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Search for economic evaluations to 
determine the local costs of each option, 
and whether there is local evidence about 
the cost-effectiveness of your option. 
 
As a reminder:  
1. Search the Cochrane Library for 

economic evaluations if your option 
relates to:  
 a clinical program or service, or a 

drug, or a public health program or 
service 

 
 
 

Provide a description of what you did, what you found and 
when you did it below, and provide the details of the 
searches you conducted in each database for economic 
evaluations to determine cost-effectiveness, using the tables 
below. 
 
What you did 
How many searches did you conduct in each database? 
 Cochrane Library 
 Health Systems Evidence 
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2. Search  Health Systems Evidence for 
economic evaluations if your option 
relates to:  
 a health system arrangement 
 an implementation strategy 

What you found 
How many relevant citations did you identify through your 
searches of each database? 
 Cochrane Library 
 Health Systems Evidence 
 
 
 
 
 
When you did it 
Date searches were conducted: 
 
 
 
 
 

Search for systematic reviews of qualitative 
studies (process evaluations) to determine 
what adaptations might be made to your 
option, and whether they might alter its 
benefits, harms and costs. 
 
As a reminder: 
1. Search PubMed for process evaluations 

if you are unable to identify a systematic 
review, or if your option relates to: 
 a clinical program or service, or a 

drug 
 a public health program or service 

 
2. Search  Health Systems Evidence for 

systematic reviews addressing other 
questions (reviews of process 
evaluations) if your option relates to:  
 a health system arrangement 
 an implementation strategy 

Provide a description of what you did, what you found and 
when you did it below, and provide the details of the 
searches you conducted in each database for systematic 
reviews of process evaluations to determine what local 
adaptations might be made, and whether they might alter 
benefits, harms and costs, using the tables below. 
 
What you did 
How many searches did you conduct in each database? 
 PubMed 
 Health Systems Evidence 

 
 
 
 
 
What you found 
How many relevant citations did you identify through your 
searches of each database? 
 PubMed 
 Health Systems Evidence 

 
 
 
 
 
When you did it 
Date searches were conducted: 
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Search for systematic reviews of qualitative 
studies (acceptability studies) to determine 
which stakeholders’ views and experiences 
might influence the acceptability of your 
option and its benefits, harms and costs. 
 
As a reminder: 
1. Search PubMed for qualitative studies 

(acceptability studies)  if you are unable 
to identify a systematic review, or if 
your option relates to: 
 a clinical program or service, or a 

drug, or a public health program or 
service  
 

2. Search Health Systems Evidence for 
systematic reviews addressing other 
questions (reviews of qualitative 
acceptability studies) if your option 
relates to: 
 a health system arrangement 
 an implementation strategy 

Provide a description of what you did, what you found and 
when you did it below, and provide the details of the 
searches you conducted in each database for systematic 
reviews of acceptability studies to determine which  
stakeholders’ views and experiences might influence the  
acceptability of your option and its benefits, harms and costs, 
using the tables below. 
 
What you did 
How many searches did you conduct in each database? 
 PubMed 
 Health Systems Evidence 
 
 
 
 
 
What you found 
How many relevant citations did you identify through your 
searches of each database? 
 PubMed 
 Health Systems Evidence 
 
 
 
 
 
When you did it 
Date searches were conducted: 
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Table 1: Summary of searches conducted to frame options 

Search What did you 
search for? 

What 
database 
did you 
search? 

Search terms used 
Number  
of results 
returned 

Number 
of pages 
scrolled 
(or 
records 
reviewed) 

Citations of 
relevant studies 
or reviews that 
were identified 
(or number 
identified with 
full citations 
listed below the  
table) 

Date 
search 
was 
conducted 

1 

Enter one or 
more of: 
 Benefits 
 Harms 
 Local costs or 

cost-
effectiveness 

 Adaptations 
that might be 
made 

 Stakeholders’ 
views and 
experiences 

Enter either: 
 Cochrane 

Library 
 Health 

Evidence 
 Health 

Systems 
Evidence  

 PubMed 

 For the Cochrane Library, specify the 
combination of search terms entered 

 For Health Evidence, specify the search 
categories used and/or the search terms 
used 

 For Health Systems Evidence, list the: 
o governance, financial and delivery 

arrangement and implementation 
strategy topic categories searched, or 

o search terms used and the fields that 
were searched, or 

o search limits used 
 For PubMed, specify the search category 

used (process assessment, outcome 
assessment or qualitative research) and 
the combination of search terms entered 
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