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 To gain knowledge and skills in engaging 
patients throughout the research enterprise

 To gain knowledge and skills in engaging 
patients in research priority setting



 Priority setting exercises
 James Lind Alliance
▪ http://www.jla.nihr.ac.uk/

 WHO approach – checklist for health research 
priority setting
▪ http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content/8/1/36

http://www.jla.nihr.ac.uk/
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content/8/1/36


 Developing the steering committee
 Identifying the scope
 Identifying areas of uncertainty/research 

gaps
 Verifying research gaps/uncertainties
 Interim priority setting
 Final priority setting
 Dissemination
 Evaluation



 Establishing participant characteristics
 Developing recruitment strategies
 Designing the intervention
 Ensuring vulnerable groups are represented
 Developing data collection strategies



 Collecting data
 Recruiting participants
 Participating in the DSMB
 Interpreting data



 Developing key messages
 Identifying audiences for dissemination
 Functioning as knowledge brokers



 Respect
 Trust
 Fairness
 Legitimacy
 Competency
 Accountability
 Deverka et al, J Compar Eff Res 2012;397



 Engagement purpose
 Stakeholder orientation information
 Stakeholder recruitment
 Methods of engagement
 Prioritisation methods
 analysis 
 J Clin Epi 2013;66:666-74









 Question formulation
 Search
 Appraisal
 Data collection – selection of outcomes
 Interpretation
 Dissemination of results
 Examples



 You are working with a team to establish research 
priorities for older adults (aged 65 years and older) with 2 
or more chronic diseases (including the 10 commonest 
chronic diseases, namely cardiovascular disease, stroke, 
hypertension, diabetes, COPD/asthma, depression, 
arthritis, osteoporosis, cancer, dementia) and their 
caregivers. 
 This is envisioned to be a national initiative and will include frail 

elderly and their caregivers, as well as those who speak English 
and French.

 Small group discussion:  
 How would you engage patients and caregivers in this? 
 What are potential challenges to their recruitment and 

involvement in this exercise? 
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